Axillary artery dissection after scapular fracture.
Blunt shoulder trauma rarely causes damage to either arteries or nerves. Neurovascular structures are covered by muscles and protected by the surrounding bones deep in the axilla. We report a case of a 34-year-old male motorbike driver referred to us 5 hours after injury. Standard X-ray of the left shoulder revealed multipart fracture of the left scapula, and angiography showed that the first segment of the left axillary artery was dissected proximal to the minor pectoral muscle. Urgent diagnosis using imaging techniques and restoration of blood flow using open or endovascular repair are crucial for optimal outcome. Damage to the nerves predicts the final functional outcome regardless of prompt revascularization.